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And the Phariſees alſo who were covetons,” all theſe thing+, and | | 
they derided Chriſt, that is, they emptied t Fofril at him. 
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Gal. 4. 16. 


Am 1 therefore become your Enemy, becauſe 1 tell you 
the Truth ? 


HEN St. Paul firſt Preached the Goſpel to 
WwW theſe Galatians, he was Perſecuted on all 
Hands, becauſe of his plain, praCtical and 
powerful Preaching ; but they were ſo far from liking 
him ever the worſe upon that account, that they nei- 
ther deſpiſed the Infirmity, nor rejefted the Temptation 
which was in his Fleſh, but received him as an Angel of 
God, even as Chriſt Jeſus : Yea, and they thought 
themſelves ſo extream Happy in his Miniſtry, that he 
himſelf b:2rs chem witneſs, that if it had been poſlible, 
they would have plucked out their own Eyes, and 
have given them to him ; as you have it at large in the 
Three Verſes that are immeviately before my Text, 
But now all of a ſudden, we find a great Change in 
their AﬀeCtions ; their Love is turned into Hatred, and 
their preſent Enmity does equal, if not exceed their for- 
mer Friendſhip. And the reaſon of it is this. There 
was in thoſe times a Set of Men ca'led Gnoſticks, who, 
though they were notorious for all manner of Lewd- 
neſs znd D:bauchery, eid yet pretend to a greater mea- 
ſure of Knowledge than other Men, And-thefe Gno- 
ſticks handled the word of God deceitfully, and wade 
a Merchandize of the Souls of Men, and thonyhr Gain 
to be Godlineſsz and as a means to increaſe their Par- 
ty, they tickled their itching Ears, and plcafed their 
Fancies, ard preacked unto them ſiwooth things; Aﬀivm- 
ing, It was Jawfol to deny Cl:ri? in the time of Perſfe- 
cution 3 and conferrently, that they mizht lawfnlly de- 
ny Cirut,, whenever his D>ctgin was againſt rherr Profic, 
their Pleatuge, of Pretermenc in this Workd; the lofs of 
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which is uſually eſteemed by ſome Men, a greater Per- 
ſeculion than the loſs of Life. For, how uſual is it to 
ſee ſome Men hazard their very Lives either for an i- 
maginary point of Honour, or for the filthy pleaſure. of 
a night ? | 
How grateful this Doftrin was to Fleſh and Blood, and 
what a World of Converts it preſently made, necds 
no- Proof z and how contrary Sr. Paul's DoCtrin was to it, 
needs no Proof neither : His Epiſtles, his Fighting with 
Beaſts at Epheſus , and his other innumerable Perſecu- 
tions for the Croſs of Chriſt, pur it beyond all doubt, 
And conſequently, we need not inquire any further in- 
to the Canſe why theſe Galatians who were at firſt ſo 
fond of St. Paul, are now become ſo much his Enemies z 
for ſays he, Am I become your Enemy, becauſe I tell you 
the Truth? His telling them the truth, was the true and 
the only cauſe of al! their Enmity againſt him : In 
Difcourſing upon which Words, I ſhall uſe this Me- 


thod. 


Firſt of ail, I ſhall ſhew you that the greateſt Friends 
may become Enemies, 

Secondly, I ſhail ſhew you , that Miniſters telling -the 
Truth , do oftentimes make their greateſt Friends to 
become their Enemies, 

Thirdly, 1 ſhall thew you, how unreaſonable a thing 
it is for Men to become Enemies to their Miniſters, for 
telling them the Truth. 

Foxrthly, I ſhall ſhew you, that Miniſters are not to 
forbear to tell the Truth , though they make their 
greateſt Friends to become their Enemies by fo doing, 
And then 

Laſtly, I ſhall ſkew you, that Miniſters are not to be 
afraid to argue the Caſe with their Heafers ; but they 
are, by St. Pauls Example in my Text, to put it Home 
to all their Conſciences, whether they can alledge any 
other reaſon why they become their Enemies, ſave only 

| becauſe 
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becanſe they tell you the truth, and diſcharge their 
——_— in the ſight of God as they ought to 
0. 

Of which in their Order, with as much ſhortneſs as 
I poflibly canyz wherein if I ſhall exceed the uſual time 
allotted for this Exerciſe , do but remember it is my 
laſt Sermon, and that I have St, Paul for my Example, 
who, when he was to take his leave of Epheſus, Preach- 
ed for a long time, and continued his Speech till Mid- 
night, As 20. 7, 9. 


Firſt of all, 1 am to ſhew you, that the greateſt Prop. I. 
Friends, may become Enemies. For, theſe Galatians do 
hate St. Paul now, as much as ever they loved him be- 
fore, Paul and Barnabas were extraordinaty good Men, 
and extraordinary good Friends ; they were Fellow-Tra- 
vellers, Fellow-Labourers, and Fellow-Sufferers ; all 
which had a Marvellons Force to increaſe, confirm and 
continue - their Friendſhip: And yet they fell out upon 
a very ordinary occaſion, and the Contention grew 10 
ſharp between them, that they departed aſunder one 
from the other, A&#: 15. 39. Holy David had a Familiar 
Friend, a Companion, a Guide, who did eat of hig 
Brea1, whom he: truſted, with whom he took ſweer 
Counſel, and with whom he walked in the Houſe of 3 
God as a Friend; and yet no body knows how, evea | 
he alſ> became his Enemy, and did lay great wait for, 
and did magnihe himſelf againſt him,P/al. 41.& 55. Nay, 
and even David himſelf was not altogether fo fricnd- 
ly to Jonathan's Poſterity as he ought to have been. For, 
thar little kindneſs that he ſhewed to his poor Lame $on 
Mephiboſbeth, was not at all owing to his Friendſhip, but 
to the Oath of God that had paſſed between rhem, 
2 Sam. 21. 7- And not to heap up any more inſtances 
in ſo plain a caſe, Sr. Peter wii loved Ciriſt fo entire- 
ly, as to profeſs him! willing to lay down his Life 
for him, thenh all others: forfook him, © þccame fo 
B > much 
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much his Enemy” as to Deny, and to Swear , and to 
Curſe, that he never ſo much as knew him: Yea, he 
became ſo much his Enemy, that Chriſt himſelf took 
him fer the Enemy the Devil, and ſaid to him plain- 
ly, Get thee behind me Satan, Matth. 16, 23. So true is1t 
that the greateſt Friends may become Enemies. - They 
may cry Hoſama to the Son of David , and then Cru-- 
cifie him: Which was the Firſt thing propoſed. And 
the 


Second is this, Miniſters telling the Truth, do often- 
times make their greateſt Friends to become their E- 
nemies. For, theſe Galatians that were ſo: mnch taken 
with St. Paul, became his Enemies for no other reaſon ; 
and Chriſt is expreſs, that the Fews ſought to kill him 
for no other reaſon : For ſays he, John 8. 40. You ſeck. 
to kill me, a Man that bath told you the Truth, which I have 
beard of God, And Ahab, That Ahab,as the Scripture brands 
him by way of Emphaſis for Sinning, even that Ahab 
was ſo ingenuous as to tell Fehoſhaphar plainly, that the 
only reaſon why he hated A4caiah the Prophet, was, 
becauſe he did not Propheſie good concerning him, but 
evil, 1 Kings 22. 8. 

And *twere well for all the Haters of God's 
People, if they did but thus ingenuouſly confeſs, that 
a!l their Hatred againſt Good Men, proceeds from no 
other cauſe but their Hatred againſt the Truth which 
they profeſs, For, az our Condemnation will be the 
oreater for Robbing Widows Honſes under a pretence 
of Long Prayers: So likewiſe, to Hate and Undo a 
Man under a Pretence of Religion and Friendſhip, is 
the height of Sin 5 ?tis to make the . God of Love 
the Author and the Inftrument of Hatred and Ma- 
hce. 

So then, 'tis plain, that Miniſters telling the Truth 
do oftentimes make their greateſt Friends to become 
their Enemies. As it is Matter of Fact. 

Now 
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Now che Qpeſtion is, How this comes about 2 


Lueſt, 


To which 1 anſwer vans: As Chrilt who is the Prince Anſw, 


of Peace, is not of himſelf. rhe Cauſe of War, tho he 
accidentally ſeads a Sword upon Earth: So likewiſe, 
Telling the Truth is not of uts ſelf the cauſe of Ha- 
tred, / bt it only proves to be ſo accidentally, 1 ſha!l ex. 
plain this by 'a common and familiar Inſtance : Solomon 
rells vs, Truly the Light is ſweet, and 4 pleaſant thing it is 
for the Eyes to: behald the Sum, Ecclef. 11.7. And yer 
take a Man that has ſore Eyes, andthe Lighr of the Sun 
is ſo far fram being either ſweet or pleaſant to him, 
that he ſbuns it as much as poſſible, and prefers Dark- 
neds before it :r All the Fault.being in-the'Eyes, and not 
in-che Light that ſhines upon them. And'juſt thus it is 
incur caſe: Truck is-moſt: ſweet and pleaſant to. the 
Nztnre of Man in the ſtate of Innocence ; the deſire of 
Knowledge, whereof 'Trath' is the proper Objeft, made 
our firſt. Parents. to forfeir Paradiſe ; and yet take a 
4an, after! the: Fail in bis corrupted fate; and Treth 
is fo far from being either: fweet' or: pl;aſart to him, 
that he ſhms it as mbch- as poſſible , and prefers a Lie 
b:fore it. Be hates the Light, becauſe his Deeds are 
ezil, . A!] the Fanliheing in the Man that cannorendnre 
:e Truth, and not in the Truthits ſelf. A Plaiſter ap- 
plied to'a ſonnd Member creates no Smart, all the Smart 
comes from the Wonnd, And that's the manner how this 
comes about. And the Reaſer why it comes thus about is 
this : 

Every beloved Sin is a Mans Right Hand and his Right 
Eye; and every Miniſter commands vs to mortifie onr 
moſt beloved Sins, And what is this bnt the ſame in ef- 
felt, as to wound us in our moſt ſenſible Part, and to 
cut off our Right Hands, and to pluck out our Right 
Eyes ? And what is the nſual Reſentment of an an- 
ery, forious, and revengeful Man in ſach a cafe 
needs no proof: Preſent Death or a Challenge is the 
leaſt that can be expected. And this is the true and the 
enly 
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only Cauſe of all our Hatred in the World. No Men are 
ſo much hated,and perſecuted,and reviled,as the faithful 
Miniſters of the Goſpel are. They that would make an 
excellent Fignre either in the Field, or at the Bar, or in 
any other Calling, are deſpiſed, as they are Miniſters : 
Their very Profeſſion expoſes them to ſcorn. Chriſt 
himſelf, and the Prophets before him, and the Apoſtles 
after him, were all of them thus barbaroully treated : 
Slander, Malice, Perſecution and Death tits ſelf - was 
their only Portion. , Nay further, The Hatred of. the 
World is made an inſeparable Mark, of a Faithful Mini. 
ſer ; for if he were of the World, the World would love 
its own: And the:Love of 'the World is made a certain 
Sign of an-unfaichful. Miniſter. « For. ſays our Saviour, 
Luke-6. at Ma wo yer, when all men ſail ſpcak' well 
of you, forifo did their Fathers to the Falſe Prophets. To 
bave the good Word of all Men, and to be a falſe Pro- 
pher, is all one in the Judgment of Chriſt, Nay further 
ye, This Hatred that attends telling the Truth, has 
made many: a good Man een afraid to enter upon this 
thankleſs"and vngrateful Office. It was the caſe of AMo- 
ſes, Jeremy, and Jonah. Tea, and it has made others 
that were entred upon it, to reſolve to give it over a- 
gain, -Or-at leait to give over their Faithfulneſs in: re- 
proving Sin, and to do as other Men did ; leave their 
Filocks to Themſelves, the Devil, and the wide World, 
And this was the Prophet feremy's Caſe ; for, ſays he, 
Fer.20, 7,3 ,9- 7 am in deriſion daily, every one mocketh me ;, 
for | ſince 1 ſpaks, 1 cried, I cried out Violence and. Spoil, 
becauſe the Word of the Lord wat made a Rezroach wntd 
me, and a Deriſion daily, Then I ſaid, 1 will not make 
mention of him, nor tehaw more in his Name. That is, 
lam ſo much ſcorned for telling the Truth, that I am 
reſolved to give over Preaching. And thus 1 have ſhewn 
you, That Miniſters telling the Truth do often times 
make their greateſt Friends to become their Enemies : 
Which was the Second Thipg propoſed. And the 
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Third is This : It is unreaſonable for Men to b<come p,,, 115 
Enemies -ro their Miniſters for telling them the OY 
Truth. _ For , $2: 

Firſt* of all: It is unrenfonad!e to find Fault with a ge, 
thing for doing that which it ought to do, For, who 
will find fault with a Ser for fighting well, or with 
a Muſitian for fintins, vel] > And who will find faulr 
with his Ear for he2'i1,; *l1, or with his Eye for ſeeing 
well? Certainly he :4#{t be a very fooliſh Man, tt a: 
will cut off his Ear becauſe it hears well, or that will 
pluck out his Eye becauſe it fees well, And yer, jut 
tuch another Folly are thoſe Men guilty of, who turn a- 
way their Miniſters for telling them the Truth ,- » hoſe 
Buſineſs: and Employment it is to do ſo'upon Pair of 
Damaation, | And therefore Sr. Paul told the Galatians 
plainly , that nothing but fooliſhneſs and bewitchery 
could ever have made them his Encmies uppn that ac- 
count. * For, ſays he, Gal. 3. t. O fooliſh-Galarians, who 
hath bewitched you ? All the reafon they 'had to hate 
him, was no reaſon at all; "was perfet Folly and 
bewicchery. 


- Secondly, Miniſters are but the' Servants, and Meſlen Reaſon 2. 
gers, and 'Ambaſlladors'of Almigaty God ; and theit 
buſineſs is, to tel} Men the Truth, 'and to tell them 
their Faults. And canſt thou be angry with a poor Ser. 
vant for doing what his Maſter bids him ? Canit thou be 
angry with a Meſſenger for delivering his Meſlage ? 
Canſt thon be angry with an Amballador for doing what 
the King his Maſter commands him, and he dares not but 
do upon pain of Death > And: why then wilt thou be 
angry with thy Miniſter for telling thee the Truth, and 
obeying God rather than Man ? 


Thirdly, To hate a Miniſter for telling the Truth, ,, aſon 3 


is aSign of a Bruit: For ſays Solomon, Prov,12. 1. He 
thas 


4 Farewel Sermon 


"Oe - 
Reajon 4. 


that hateth reproof is bruitiſh. And yet, they that do ſo 
moſt, dorake themſelves for Men of the beſt parts, and 
the beſt breeding, and the moſt accompliſh'd Geatle- 
men of the Ape. RATs! 

Again, Yo hate God's Minifter for telling the Truths 
a fign that DNeſtruCtion is at hand. For, ſays Solomon, 
Prov. 15. 10. He that hatethreproof, ſhall die. For while 
Uzziah the King was wroth with the Prieſts, the Lepro- 
fbe roſe. up in his Forehead before the Prieſts in his Houſe 
of the Lord, 2 Chron.26.-19. And the Sons of Ely hearkzed 
not unto the voice of their Father the Prieſt, becauſe the Lord 
was'd ſlay them, 1 Sam. 2. 25. Their Diſobedience to the 
Prieſt was the cauſe that God would ſlay them, was the 
cauſe of their Deſtrultion, And at the very ſame time 
that the Men of Sadom contended with Lot ti.e Preacher 
of Righteovinefs, the deſtroying Angels were at hand 
for his Aſliſtance and their DeſtruCtion, Ge, 1 9, through« 
ont the Chapter. And two ſhe Bears came forth out of the 
Wood, and tare to pieces two and forty Children that 'mocked 
Eliſha, by ſaying unto him, Go up thox bald Head, go up 
thou bald Head, 2 Kings 2, 24. And the DeſtruCtion that 
attends thoſe who hate God's Miniſters, is no ordinary 
Deſtruttion I do aſſure you: For, it is ſo great and 
terrible, that Sodom and Gomorrah will fare much better 
than they at the Day of Judgment, Matrh. 11. 24 
And:thereforc certainly, that Man muſt needs be a very 
.Bruit indeed, that provokes God to deſtroy him with 
ad utter Deſtruftion, rather than he will forbear to hate 
bis Miniſters. for i=lling him the Truth. 

Fourthly, Every Miniſter ſhall be damned for not telling 
the Truth to his People. AndGod will require theSpul of every 
man at his band,if be does not give him timely warning againſt 
every Si, F:zek.3.18.And can you be angry with your Mi- 
niſter for telling y ou the Truth, that he may prevent his 
own Damnation and yours too ? If he does not tell you 
the Truth, you will get nothing by-it ; you will die in 
your Iaiquty notwithſtanding. Your Ignorance of what 

you 
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what you ovght to know, will never excuſe you at the 

Day of Judgment. If you follow a blind Guide, that 

will not, or cannot, or dare not tell you the Truth ; 

you as well as he ſhall both fall into the Ditch together, 

Matth. 15.14. You are worthy of ſuch a Guide, and he 
worthy of ſuch a People to guide. 

Sothen, If we tell you the Truth, we prevent our own 
Damnation ; and as far as in us lies, we prevent yours 
too, But, if we do not tell you the Truth, we do not 
prevent our own Damnation, nor yours neither, And 
which is moſt reaſonable, that we ſhould tell you the 
Truth, and ſo ſave both our ſelves and you too ? Or, 
that we ſhonld not tell you the Truth, and fo damn 
both our ſelves and yon too? If our concealing the 
Truth did vs no harm, and could poilibly do you any 
good, then indeed, you might have ſome reaſon to hate 
vs becanſe we tell ir. But, when our concealing the 
Truth is matter of Damnation to ns, and cannot poſh- 
bly do you any good, then certainly you have no imagi- 
nable Pretence to hate us for telling ir, Be content then 
to neglect your own Nuty, and do not delire us to ne- 
gle onrs. Be content to be damn'd alone, and do nor 
deſire ns to be damn'd with you for Companies ſake : 
Your Company is not ſo good, that we ſhould purchafe 
it at ſodear a rate. ?Tis trne indeed, Afoſes deſired to 
be blotted out of God's Book ; and Sr, Paul deſired to be 
accurſed from Chriſt, for the Salvation of their Brethren 
the Jews. But, neither the one nor the other did ever 
deſire to be damn'd for their Damnation, 

And I do here aſſnre you all in the Preſerce of AL. 
mighty God, that if I know any thing of my own 
Heart, I wovld willingly ſuffer any. temporal Evil in this 
World, for the Salvation of the greateſt Enemy that 1 
have. Butl wiil never be damncd in the other World, 
ſor the. Damnation of my grer©!t © *emv., hy concenling 
the Truth from hin. I wilt willingly (-ff-r any Harmin 
th: World to do you gond 4 but I will never do yon 
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the leaſt Harm for a thouſand Worlds, if I can help it. 
Although I muſt needs own at the ſame time, that if you 
do not praCtiſe thoſe plain Diſcourſes that I have preach'd 
to you from this place, they will do you the greateſt 
harm imaginable. They will riſe up in Judgment againſt 
you, and condemn you at the laſt. Day : They will be 
vato you the Savor of Death unto Death, and not 
the Savor of Life unto Life. For, Chriſt is ſet for the 
Fall, as well as the riſing of many in /ſracl, And his 
Word does never return void ;. it does never return 
without accomplifhing that whereto it is ſent, 1/a.55.11. 
It always does either Good or Evil; it always ſoftens or 
hardens a Mans Heart; it. always convinces a Man, or 
leaves him inexcuſable, 

Do not imagin that we take any pleaſure in telling 
you of your Faults ? Do not imagin that we delight to 
rake up the Filth of your deceitful Hearts, and to ſpeak 
of ſuch uncomely things as Nature. bluſheth but. to 
name, We are Men of like Paſſions with: your ſelves : We 
are as loath to tel] you of your Faults,as you can poſlibly 
be to be told of them. We are more concerned for you, 
than youare for your ſelves. We ſee the Terrors of the 
Lord, and we know what it is to be damned ; and we 
feel that you are our Members, tho you have no fellow- 
feeling for us; and what-ever befalls you, grieves us, 
and makes our very Hearts to bleed again. And we de- 
nounce the Judgments of the Lord againſt you, after the 
ſame manner, and with the ſame aking and trembling 
Hearts that a Man ſuffers an infefted Member. to be cut 
off for the preſervation of his .whole Body, Our. very 
Fleſh trembles again, and our Eyes guſh out with Tears, 
and our Souls are vexed,. when we. ſee-and hear ſome of 
your ungodly Actions. . | 

I ſpeak the truth in Chriſt, 1 lie not, my Conſcience 
alſo bearing me witneſs in the Holy Ghoſt. It is a great- 
er trouble to us to tell you of: your Faults, than it is to 
you to hear them told : For, you fee how concern'd we 

are 
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arc in ſpeaking to you, and how unconcern'd you fit 
down and hear us ſpeak. Yea, and perhaps you do not 
fo much as hear us neither, But, if your Conſcience 
miſgives you, that ſuch or ſuch a Sin of yours will be 
preach'd againſt, you cither come not here at all, or if 
you do come, you but ſleep, or talk, or cenſure, or ſit 
you down in the Seat of the Scornful, and ſet your 
Month againſt the Heavens. 


Fifthly, If the Miniſter tells you the Truth, and that 
Truth pricks your Hearts, and wounds your Conſciences; 
then, thoſe Wounds are the Wounds of a Friend, they 
are ia order to your recovery. And the ſame Miniſter 
that makes you ſore, will bind you up, if you will let 
him : He woundeth, and his Hands make whole, He 
breaks your Hearts, and makes them contrite ; but it is 
only, that the Seed of the Word may the better enter 
into, and take root in them. There is no Sowing with- 
out Plowing. And there is no grafting without Cut- 
ting. Nathax's Miniſtry wounded David and cured him. 
Eſay's Miniſtry humbled Hezekjah, and raifed-him up. 
And St. Peter's Sermon pricked the Hearts of Three 
thouſand Men, and healed them at the ſame time. 

So then, If the Miniſter tells you the Truth, and that 
Truth wounds your Hearts,and terrifies your Conſciences 
with the odious ſight of your paſt Sins ; then, all is for 
your Good, But, if the Miniſter does not tell you the 
Fruth ; yet, the Truth will find you out ; God himſelf 
will tell it you with Thunder and Lightning. For, ſays 
he, Pſal.go.21. 1 will reprove thee, and ſet thy Sins in or- 
der before thine Eyes. And therefore, if thou wilt nor 
be told the Truth by the Miniſter , thou ſhalt be told 
it by another hand, . If thou wilt not be wounded by 
a Friend, thou ſhalc be wounded by an Enemy : And 
thy Wounds ſhall be unto Death, and nat unto Life, 
They ſhall not be like Jonathan's Arrows ſhot at David, 
for thy Safety, bat for thy DeftruXtion, And therefore 
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certainly, one way or other, thou ſhalt be ſure to be told 
the Truth, whether thou wilt or no. And is it not bet- 
ter to have it told thee by a Friend than by a Foe ? ls it 
not. better to have it rold thee for thy Salvation than for 

thy Damnation ? | 
Oh for Chriſt his ſake, do not take vs for your Enemies, 
who are your. beſt, and your only Friends ! Is he thine 
Enemy that cures thee of an ulcerons Leg,or a ſore Arm, 
or a cankered Breaſt? Is he thine Enemy that ſaveth 
thee from hanging, or drowning, or burning, or ſtah- 
ing thy ſelf? And yet, is the Miniſter thine Enemy, for 
telling thee the Truth, which is to ſave thee from great- 
er Dangers, the Bottomleſs Pit, and the Gulph im- 
paſſable, and the perpetval gnawings of the never-dy- 
ing Worm ? Is he that doth good to thy Body thine 
only Friend ? And 1s he that doth good to thy Soul 
thine only Enemy?ls thy Body better than thy Soul? Yea, 
is thy Soul the only thing that thou takeſt no care for ? 
Is the Surgeon thy Friend; tho he cutteth, and launceth, 
and probeth, and putteth thee to an- intolerable Smarr 
for the recovery of thy Body? And is the Miniſter 
thine Enemy, for doing only the ſame things for the re- 
covery of thinz Immortal Soul ? Does the Surgeon uſe a 
blunter Launcet for the launcing his dear Wife, or his 
tender Child? Or does he not uſe the ſharpeſt Launcer 
that he has, and launces them the deepeſt too ? And is 
this any thing elſe but the greateſ> effect of his Love, and 
the greateſt ſign- of. his Tenderneſs and AﬀeCtion ? And 
why then ſhall the Miniſter be reckoned thine Enemy, 
for doing that to thy Soul, which the Surgeon does to thy 
Body ? Is not the ſharpeſt Sermon the beſt S2zrmon? Does 
not the ſharpeſt Rebuke create the ſoundeſt Faith ? Tie. 1. 
13-Does it not prick the Heart moſt, and pierce and ſink 
down deepeſt? Is it not moſt like to that Word of God 
which is quick and powerful, and ſharper than any Two- 
Edged Sword ? Are not we the Salt of the Earth ? And 
is not that the beſt Salt whichis ſharpeſt? 7s there any 
w taſte 
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taſte in the white of an Egg , Job 6,6"? Arenot' we the 
Light of the World? And is not that the beſt: Light 
that -inflames the Hearr  moſt., - and makes ic to burn 
within a Man , and 'purihes hun from all his Filth and 
Droſs ? And yet ſtil]: can you poſſlibly''take vs for your 
Enemies, for telling you theſe: plain Truths, and in- 
curring your diſpleaſure for the good: of your Souls ? 
What do we get by this but your Hatred > Certainly, 
you hate thele Truths extreamly, when you. hate us ſo 
much for only telling you of them. And you are 
paſſionately and . deſperately in love with your Sins, 
when you hate us ſo much for only 'telling you of 
them: 
Oh what ſhall we do that you may take us for your 
Friends ! Yea, what is it that we have not already. 
done to convince you of our Love and Friendſhip ? 
Have not we loſt your Love, that we might love your 
Souls the better ? Have not we loſt our Reputation in- 
the World, which we-might eaſily have gained: as well 
as others by the ſmooth-inticing' Words of Mans Wiſ- 
dom, that in the. power and demonſtration of the Spi- 
rit, we might preach the Fooliſhneſs of the Crofs of 
Chriſt, aad make the Meaneſt Capacity to underſtand. 
us? The Meanelt Man has a Soul to fave as well as. 
the Greatelt, and perhaps it is more -precious in the 
fight of Ged, as is plain from Dives and Lazar, Have 
not we renounc'd all our Knowledg in- the Tongues, 
the Criticks, the Fathers, the Counſels, the Schoolmen 
and Philoſophers ? Have not we renounc'd all this, and 
contented our ſelves with bare Scripture Proofs, and' 
determined to know nothing among you but Jeſus 
* Chiift and him Crucihed, whatever our Learning is elſe- 
| where? Have we made a ſhew of any Learning which. 
ſerves to commend our ſelves, more than to- build you 
up in your molt Holy Faith ? Yea, have not we utterly, 
diſclatmed it, and preached up the quite contrary 2, 
Preached the lincere Milk of the Word, and the py 
{1mplicity 
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ſimplicity of the Goſpel, and the fooliſhneſs of Preach- 


ing, 'that your Faith ſhould not ſtand in the wiſdom of 


Men, butin the power of God? Have not we become 
Fools to make you Wiſe? Have not we become Poor, 
to--make you Rich, and to Reign, and to Abound in all 
things ? Have not we-quitted even our neceſlary Food 
and Raimenr,' to feed you with the Bread of Life, and 


to cloath your Souls with the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ? 


What-is there near or dear to us, that we have not 
freely hazarded. for your good ? Have not we hazarded 


-our very lives by our indefatigable Labours for you 


in the Lord.> Have not. we labour'd hard to commit 


-our Sermons to our own Memories, that you might 


think them worth your remembring ? Have not we de- 
liver'd our ſelves with all poſſible earneſtneſs and af- 
tection, that you might ſee the Travail of our Souls, 
and learn to be in earneſt your ſelves by our Example? 
Have -not we preached you awakening and ſearching 
Diſconrſes, that if poſſible we might keep you awake, 
and hinder the Devil from Stealing away the good 
Word of God from all your Hearts, when you were 
aſleep'? And have we at any time by our own Lazineſs, 
or Lolling, or Unconcernedneſs, or Indevotion, or the 
inſufferable affefted Lightneſs of ſome Men, diſpoſed 
you to the ſame Indifference in God's Worſhip ? May 
farther, Have not we done all this not only upon the 
Lord's Day , but alſo upon every Day in the Week ? 
Have not we called and ſtretched forth our Hands and 
our Hearts unto you, both Morning .andEvening, and 
that too of our own accord, withofit the leaſt acknow- 
ledgment? Have not we labourd, and ſtrivn, aad 


wreſtled with God in Prayers for you and yours ? Have F 


not we openly rebuked thoſe that have been bad ? And 
have not we openly commended thoſe that have been 
good 2 Have not we endeavoured to bring your Vertu- 
ous and pious Relations to the Sacrament, both by 


Worfl of Mouth, and by Letter? And have not you hin- 
'L dered 
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dered them even from coming to Church , and openly 
traduced and branded us both through City and Coun- 
try, yea, and even within theſe very Walls too? And 
yet have not we preferred the Conſcience, before the 
Fame and Applauſe of all theſe good Actions > Have 
not we choſe to be diſcommended for doing our 
Duty, rather than to be commended for neglecting it? 
Have not we Choſe to do you good agaigit your Wills, 
and againſt our own advantage, rather than do you 
any harm with your full conſent, and to our own 
Profit ? In a-word, Is there either Profit, or Pleaſure, 
or Preferment ? Is there any thing that this World 
admires, but what we haye. renounced for the good of 
your Immartal Souls ? 

And now, as our Saviour ſaid to the Jews, For-which 
of theſe good Works do you ftone-me? So ſay we to you, 
For which of theſe good works do you hate us, and be- 
come our Enemies? . However. This, This is our com- 
fort. It. is better to be hated far doing. our Duty,. than 
to be loved ' for neglecting it. It is- infinitely more 
honourable in the ſight of God, to be turned -out. of 
a Place for diſcharging a good Conſcience, than, it is- 
to leave a Place for a little filthy Lucres fake, It is- 
infinitely more Honourable in the fight of God, to be 
Hated for teiling the Trath, and Preaching againſt Co- 
vetSuſneſs, Uſury and Extortion, than- it is to be ap- 
plauded and admired, for cringing and ſneaking, and 
baſe complying to the Vices of this Place, . None but 
a Demas leaves a Place for a little greater advantage 
in this preſent World. But even Chrilt himſelf may 
be turned out of his Place by Covetous Gadareves, and 
Swine may be prefcrr*d before him, 

If any of -yon ſhall be-pleaſed to call this the Fool- 
iſhneſs of Boaſting ; we anſwer with St. Paul, 2 Cor, 
12. 11, 1 am become 4 Fool in glorying, but ye have Com- 
pelled me. All the Fault lies at your Door. For I oxght to 
have been commended of you For in nothing am [ behind the 
oF, 
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Prop. I'v. 


Reaſon 1. 


very Chiefeſt Apoſtles, rhough I be 'norbirgy, Upon- which 
Words, the moit Judicionsy the moit+ Pions, and the 
molt Humble Biſhop Sanderſon has made this - Remark 
in his'Sermon upon Phil. 4. 11. Ad Aulam. Tour under- 
valuing of me, to the great prejudire of rhe Goſpel, but ad- 
vantage of Falſe Teachers \, bath' made that Glorying neceſ- 
ſary for me, which had been otherwiſt but Vanity and Fol- 
ly. And then he addeth in the very nex? Words, When 
his caſe falleth to be ours, we may thin do as be: now doth, 
purge our ſelves from falſe Crimes and Suſpicions, and main- 
tain our own Innocency, And he has thele words in ano- 
ther place to the ſame purpoſe, or the. beha}f of Job, 
who was very often compelled by his falſe Accuſers . to 
proclaim his own Righteouſneſs, in- his iSermon on 
Fob 29. wer, 14, 15, 16,'17. Ad Magiſtratum. Where 
Silence againft foul and falſe Imputations may be interpreted 
a Confeſſron, there the Proteſtation of a Mans own Innocen- 
cy 4s ever juſt, and ſometimes neetfſary. When others do us 
open' wyorg,” it 14 not wowYVnnity but Charity, to do our ſelves 
open 'right;+ And whatever Appearance of Folly or Vain- 
boaſting there in ſo ding, they are chargeable withal; that 
compel us thereunto, and not we : And "'twas neither Pride nor 
Paſſion in Job, 'but ſuch a Compulſion as this , that made 
him ſo- often proclaim his- own Righteouſneſs. And thus I 
have ſhewn yon the unreaſonableneſs of hating your Mi- 
niſters for telling you the Truth. - And I have anſwered 
an Objection that might 'be made againſt my way of 
handling it 4n my own Defence, which was the third 
thing propoſed. And the 


Fourth is this, Miniſters are not toſorbcar to tell the 
Truth, tho they make their greateſt Friends to become 
their Enemies by ſo doing. For, 


Firſt of all, Theſe Galatians loved St. Paul as weil as 
their own Eyes; and yet he did not forbear to tell them 


the Truth, and to give them their own, tho they became 
his ' 
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his Enemies for it, Chriſt himſelf did intirely love his 
Mother, and he was intirely beloved by her : And yet, 
what a rough, and what a ſevere, Anſwer did he give 
her at the Marriage in Cana of Galilee ; Woman what 
have I to do with thee? And ſo likewiſe when he tarried be- 
hind at Fer«ſalem to Diſpute with the Doors in the 
Temple, he valued not his Parents Diſpleaſure, nor ask- 
ed their leave to do his Father's Buſineſs, which they 
wiſt not of And accordingly we' find, that he hath 
made it abſolutely impollible for. any Man to be his 
Diſciple, that is , either aſhamed or afraid to. confeſs 
Him and his Truth in this Adulterous and Wicked Ge- 
neration, And therefore, whoever does not leave both 
Father and Mother, and Wife and Children, and Hou- 
ſes and Land, and all that he has, for his Sake, he cay 

neyer be-his Diſciple. And therefore certainly, go Mi- 

niſter mult-forbear to tell. the Truth, though he makes 

his beſt Friends, and his nigheſt Relations; yea, though 

he makes all the World his Enemies by ſo doing. Tel- 

ling the Truth is ſo great and fo neceſſary a qualifica- 

tion in a Miniſter of the Goſpel, that St. Paul knew 

no. greater Character to give Chriſt himſelf, - than 

that before Pomtins Pilate he witneſſed a good Confeſſion ; 

4 Tim, 6.13, Thus Elijah told the Truth before Abab 

and! Jezebel: Nathan before David : Daniel and the 

Three Children before the King of Babylin : Fohn the 

Baptiſt before Herod the Great; and St. Paul before 

Felix his Judge , when he made him tremble with his 

Diſcourſe of Temperance, Righteouſneſs and Judgment 
to come. But alas, what dol fay that Miniſters muſt 
not, 'when I may ſafely add 


Secondly, It is abſolutely impoſlible for them to for- Reaſon 2.3 


bear telling the 1 ruth, though they be ſure to make all 
the World their Enemies by {o doing, For, the kurden 
of the Lord is upon them, and that prelleth and con- 
ſtraineth, and even forceth them to ſpeak the 

D Truth, 
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Truth whether they will or no. The Dmnb Aſs conld 
aot chyſe but - ſpeak the Truth, and rebuke the Madneſs 
of the Prophet. Yea, and even Balaam himſelf who 
was more bruitiſh thafi' is very Beaſt, conld nbt Thuſe 
but ſpeak the Truth too. He corld wot go veyord the | 
word of the Lord to do gither lefs -0r more , though Balak 
world have given him his Houſe full of Silver and Gold, 
Wumb, 32. 18, Truth makes its own way, and breaks 
forth like Eight through: a Clond.- it breaks forth 
throvgh all Oppoſition, Tt opens the Mouth of an Un- 
godly High Prieft 'to Prophetic by 'courſe , and forceth 
kim to declare that Truth'which/he had otherwiſe held 
in Unrighteouſneſs. Truth lays a 'Wo upon every one 
that Preacheth not the Goſpel. It is ſtrong and mighty, 
4nd will prevail, and reign, and triumph gloriouſly for 
ever more. When Teremy 'was made'n Scom ,- and a 
Reproach, and a Derifion-Uaily/for Preathing the Truth, 
he reſolved therenpon to give over Preachmg, Jer,20. 
9. But how long did 'that his Reſolution taft? Why 
rfvily it ſcarce laſted fo long as he was in making it g 
for, in the very next. Words he tells ws, Bur bis Word 
was in mine Heart as a Burning Fire four np in my Bones, 
and \1 was weary with forbearing, and 1 conld mt ſtay, And 
will you: be angry- with us for doing that, wich if you - 
would give vs the whote World , we cannot -poſlibly 
but do ?. For , though we keep our Moviths as It were 
with-a Bridle; though we fold onr Tongues and ſpeak 
nothing, yet it is pain and grief 'tonss our Hearts-are 
hot within vs; and 'the Fire kindtes': {And we 'carmot 
poſfibly refrain our Lips, O Lord, and that thon know- 
eſt. We cannot poſlibly keep back 'thy loving Mercy 
and Truth from the great Congregation. For ſays Ho- 
ty Fob, I am full of matter, the Spirit within me conffrain- 
eth me, Behold, my Belly is as new Wine , which hath-no 
went, it is ready to burſt like new Bottles. T will ſpeak, that 
I may be refreſhed , 1 will open 'my Lips and anſwer, Job 
32. 18, 19, 20, The good Man belike” is reatly to be 
choaked 
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choaked and ſtifled , he is ready to burſt aſunder , he 
can have no reſt till he ſpeaks the Truth, and de- 
Clares the power of Gad to his Generation, and his 
ſtrength to all them that are yet for to come, Nay far- 
ther, 


Thixdly, What. is there that can poſlibly tempt us to Reaſor: 3. 


farbeartelling the Truth 2- Can either the World, the 
Fleſh or the Devil ? No verily, For, we have renounced 
them all Three in our Baptiimal Vow. We ſee through 
them all. VVe ſee them all to be nothing elſe 
but Vanity and Vexation of Spiric, Can Poverty? Poverty 
that words a Generogs Spirir,anmt cuts him to the Heart, 
and makes the belt ef Men derided and ſcorned by the 
Rich and. Greag ones of the World ? . Can Porerty 2 
No, aor that. For having: nothing', we poſſeſs all things, 
2 Cor, 6. 19. Can the Hatred and Diſpixafure of great 
Men ? No, nor that. For, we are afraid..of no Man, 
neither do we regard the Perſons of. Men :. We are-not 
afraid of. thoſe that can only kilt our Bodies; but we 
are only afraid of him that-can kll both our Souls and 
Bodies in Hell Fire, Can Shame, or Reproach, or 1iCſ- 
grace 2 No, nor that neither. For, we look unto Feſus the 
Author and. Finiſher of oxr Faith, who for the | Fay that was 
ſet before him, endured the Eroſs, deſpiſing the Shame, and 
is ſet down at the Right Hand of the Thrave of God. Vea,and me 
rejoyce that we are counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame for bug 

Name. | 
O bleſſed Jeſu ! What is Man that thou thus rexardef 
him, or the Son of Man that thou thus remembreſt him ! 
What are we poor Worms, aud no Men, that thou doit 
konour us ſo far as to make us conformable | ro thine 
own bleſſed - Image, who wert made perfet throukg 
Suffering ? What are we that thou doſt {o highly: fa- 
Vour US, 4s 10 give 468 0 thy bebalf, not only ty be- 
liewe 10n. thee, bat aljo to ſuſſcr jor thy ſake ? Pin. x. 29. 
And does the World imagio; : that theſc and ſuch like 
| D 2 pitiful 
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pitiful Contradiftions of Sinners , ſhall ever make us 
forbear to tell the Truth, when they are our Joy, and 
our 'Glory , and our Crown of Rejoycing ? Shall our 
Glory make us aſhamed? Shall our Joy make us Sad ? 
And ſhall our Wages, our Reward, our exceeding great 
Reward ? Shall our VVages, our Perſecutions, that are 
far more than the promiſed Hundred-fold' in» this 
VVorld ? Shall oor VVages make us-1dle-and forbear to 
work ! 

O fooliſh and vain VVorld that thou art ! Doſt then 
think that thy Terrors or- thy Flatteries, thy Threats 
or thy Promiſes, caa ſway us either one way or other ? 
Do not we ſee that our VVords have Life and Power 
in them, and that they are quick and piercing ? For elſe, 
how ſhould they diſtarb your callous Seared Conſciences ? 
If they wefe a dead Letter, they could never do it; 
they could never produce any life or: feeling in you, That 
which is Dead,'can never move thoſe who are Dead,twice 
Dead: in Treſpaſſes | and: Sins. And: from whence then 
kave they this Life and Power ? Is it not from the Spi- 
rit of God that enlivens and quickens them >: And does 
God go along with our very VVords and Breath ? 
And will he not take care of our Perſons ? O: ye of 
little: Faith to believe it !- He has Ravens to Feed vs, 
and Bears. to revenge our Quarrel , when Men prove 
more Brutiſh- and more Ungrateful than the Beaſts that 

riſh, 

F YVbat then ſhall hinder us from telling the Truth of 
Chriſt? Shall Tribulation, or Diſtreſs , or Perſecution , 
or Famine , or Nakeaneſs, or Peril, or Sword ? (As it 
is written, for thy ſake we are killcd all the day long, we are 
accounted as Sheep for the Slaughter.) Nay, in all theſe 
ings we are more than Conquerers, through Chri#t that Io- 
ved ws. For I am perſwaded, that neither Death, nor Life, nor 
#or Angels, nor Principalities, nor Powers, nor things preſent, 
nor things to come, nor height, nor, depth, nor any other Crea- 
ture, ſhall ever hinder ws from telling the Trwh of God, 
; which 
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which is in Chriſt Feſus our Lord. And thus I have ſhewn 
you, that Minilters are not to forbear to tell the Truth, 
though they make their greateſt Friends to become their 
Enemies by ſo doing : VVhich was the Fourth thing pro- 
poſed. And the, 


Laſt is this, Miniſters are not- to be afraid to argue Prop. V, 


the caſe with thei: Hearers z but, they are by St, Paul's 
Example in my Text, to put it home to. all their Conſci- 
ences, whether they can alledge any other Reaſon why 
they become their Enemies, ſave only becauſe they tell 
them the Truth, and diſcharge- their Conſciences in the 
ſight of God as they ought todo. St. Paul and ſeveral 
others have been ſo often put to this,that many Inſtances 
are wholly needleſs. One ſhall ſerve. for all ; and that 
is taken out of. 1 Sam.13.3- Where we find;that the Peo- 
ple having rejetted God and: his Servant Samuel from 
reigning over them, they choſe Saul for their King. Up- 
on-which, the good old Man Same! made this noble 
. Challenge before all the People, Here 1 am, witneſs againſt 
me before the Lord, and before bis Anointed ; whoſe Ox have 
I taken? Or whoſe Aſs have I taken ? Or whom-have I de- 
i'rauded ? Whom have I oppreſſed? Or of whoſe Hands have 
1 received any Bribes, to blind mine Eyes therewith ? And [ 
will reſtore it you. 

And as Samuel did then, ſo ſay. I now at the Reſignati-. 
or- of my Office. Here am, witneſs againſt me before 
the Lord, and before this Congregation ; What is my 
Faulc, beſides telling you the Truth Havel been gullty 
of any thing belides telling you of your. Sins, and of 
loving your Souls more than my own Intereſt > O pray 
pardon me this Fault ! And do thou,O bleſſed- Jeſus, par- 
don me alſo,. for ſpeaking any thing in my. own juſt 
Defence, which may in the leaſt ſavor either-of Pride, 
Vanity, or Boaſting! Do thou give me leave to praiſe 
and adore, and-magnihe thy reſtraining Grace, . which 
hath enabled-me to. make this. Challenge.to.all my Ene- 
mies. 
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mies, Give me the Man throughout the World that 
ſhall convince me of any Publick Immoral A&ions that 
ever I have been guilty of from my Childhood to 
this Day, and 1 will freely undergo the Puniſhment that 
is due to all thoſe ſcandalous Reports that my Enemies 
have maliciouſly invented, and induſtriouſly ſpread about 
concerning me, to the great hindrance of thy Truth, 
and the Salvation of thy People, But not unto ns, © 
Lord, not unto us, but unto thy Name he all the Praiſe 
for thy loving Mercy and for thy Truth's ſake. "Twas 
thy Mercy, thy Mercy alone, and not any good in me, 
that with-held thy Servant from all thoſe Sins that other 
Men fall into, and ro which 1/my ſelf am by Nature moſt 
ſibje&t. Give me Teave once more to praiſe and adore 
and magnifie thy reſtraining Grace, which hath enabled 
me to make the fame Chaltenge to all my Enemies of 
this Pariſh in Particular. Give me the Man that can 
alledge any other Reaſon, why he is my Enemy, fave 
only becauſe 1 have'told him the Truth ; and'Chriſt hath 
lived a Life in me that i a'reproach to his; and I have 
refuſed to fubmit my ſelf to his * Impe- 
* The Words of aPa- rious Conduct and Judgment in the 
riſhioner's Letter ſent to Work of my Miniſtry : And I will 
me, April. 30. 1691, VUn- freely undergo any Penalty. 
leſs you do in All reſpeRs be- 
have your ſelf 4s in 'Wp Judgment yo# ought to do, I will forbear 
my farther Contribution, and alſo perfwade all others ro do the like, &c. 


And there now, methinks, 1 fee a whole Shoal full of 
Accuſations thrown in all at once againſt me : For, 


0hj. r. Firſt of all, Some fay, weare hot thy Enemies becaufe 
thou telleft ns the Truth : 'Bur, becauſe thou doit Point 
at'us in Church. To which F anſwer , 


Anſw. 1. Firf, I neither knew thee, nor thy Sin; and conſe- 
quently, I neither pointed at, nor ſo 'much as rhowght 
of 
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of thee at that time; only the Word of the Lord 
hath found thee out; and thine own guilty Conſcience 
is witneſs againlt thee. For,if thou art not guilty, why 
art thou concern'd 2 If thou art guilty, why doſt not 
thou amend thine own Fault, -in ſtead of finding Fault 


with we? And my 


Second Anſwer is this, Thoſe that I have ſeen aſleep, 
I have ſpoken to and awaked, leſt the Lord ſhould ftrike 
them dead-upon the place, as he did Eatychue for fleep- 
ing at St. Paul's Sermon. And thoſe that have been 
laughing and impudently affronting God and the Con- 
gregation, I have openly rebuked, that others might 
fear, according to St. Paul's Command , 1 Tim, 5. 20. 
Publick Faults are not to be privately , but publickly 
reproved. And if the Officers of this Pariſh.had done 
their Duty, they ſhould have preſented ſuch Men, as 
Diſturbers of Dizine Service,by the. 11 xth Canon of our 
Church. 


Anſw. 2. 


Secondly, Others ſay, We are not thy Enemies be- 0bj, 2. 


cauſe thou telleſt us the Truth: But, becauſe thou keep- 
cit Juci a Bawling, and halt To-many Attiogs. 


ts for my Bewling,as yourall it,] anſwer, There are Sans An/w, 1. 


of Thunder, -@s well-2s ſuch as-ſpeak with the ill ſmall 
Voice. The greatelt Senſe that.ever was delivered, to 
wit, the Moral Law, was delivered in Thunder and 
Lightning. Lightning is necefſary to diſcover your Sins 
to you, and. Fhuader toſtrike you with -the Terrors. of 
the Lord, and to make you ſorry for them, What . is 
told us in the Ear, we are to proclaim upon the Houſe 
rops. ay ne nn ee {209 aboud, 
ſpare x, lift. wp thy woice ite a Trumpet, amd ſhew.rxyy Pco- 
ple their Tranſgrefſwons, wad the Hauſe of Jacob their Sins. 
And *tis recorded, Fobn 7.37. That Chriſt bin/elf food 
np at the daft Day of tbe Feaſt, aud.,cried, or. hrlef ont 

oud;. 
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Ob, 3. 


Arfw, 


aloud. And the Prophet Efay does as it were ſupply 
the place of a Crier: For ſays he, Ho. every one that 


thirſteth, and ſo on, Iſa.55.1, And if we had not theſe 
Commands from God, - does not even Reaſon tel] us, 
tis in vain-to preach, if no Man can hear what we ſay ? 
"He had need have the loudeſt Voice, that -woud awaken 
you who are deep in Treſpaſſes and Sins, 


And as for my Attions,l anſwer, God hath given meli- 
berty to uſe many more than ever I have yet uſed: He 
has given me Liberty to ſtamp with my Feet,and to beat 
'the Pulpit, and to ſmite with my Hands, if need be, 
which I have never done. For ſays the Lord, Ezek, 6. 
11, Smite with thine Hand, and fiamp with thy Foot, and ſay, 
alas, for all the evil abominations of the Houſe of Iſrael! 
Aſſbre your ſelves, he that finds fault with my earneſt- 
nefs, does not know what it is to be in earneſt. And he 
does not know what that meaneth, Crr/ed be he that do- 
eth the Work of the Lord negligently, Jer. 48, 10, Can any 
Man forbear crying out in good earneſt, when he ſees ſo 
many poor Souls diſpers'd abroad without a Shepherd ? 
Can any Man forbear crying out in good earneſt, when 
he ſees ſo many poor Souls ready to ſink down into Hell 
alive > Did not dumb Artys cry out when he ſaw his Fa- 
ther in; danger of being kill'd? And how much more 
would he have cried out,if he had ſeen him in as great a 
danger of being damned? 


Thirdly, Others ſay, We are not thy Enemies becauſe 
thou telleſt us the Truth : But, becauſe thou art ſo long 
and fo tedious, 


To which-I anſwer , Is the Service of God a Bur- 
den, and a Wearineſs unto thee, and doft thou really 
favff at it, as the Prophet ſpeaketh, Mal, 1.13? When 
didſt thon reckon a Merysy-meeting too long >When didſt 
thou reckon the Play-honſe or. the Tavern too tedious ? 
| VVhat 
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What woullſt thou do if. 1:ſhanld 'difmifs thee ſooner 2 
YYonldft thou. go to the |Exchange ' or the Cofiee- 
houſe to hear News? Or wouldit thou go home and in- 
ſtrut thy Family, and Pray, and ſing Pſalms with them, 
and Catechiſe them, and examin them in what they, have 


heard in Charch? Sure I am, they that uſe theſe ang; 
ſich like Gadly Exerciſes in their own Houſes; do-never 
think themſelves too long in God's Houſe,” A Day there: 


isbecter to them than a thouſand, elſewhere. VVhat an 
Age is this > VVhen God condeſcends ta ſpeak to yau 
for ſo long a time, and you think it much to give him 
the hearing 2 VVhen he vouchſafes to court you to be 
happy, and you will not be courted by ham 2 | 


Fourthly, Others ſay, We zre not thy Enemies becauſe Obj. 4. 


thou telleſt us the Truth:But, becavſe thou doſt over-do ir, 


To which | anſwer, 1f I over-do it, ſure I am, there 4»ſw, 


are enongh who under-do it, And. | can never be fo 
over-ſtrift in-prefling your Duty, as you are over-remiſs 
in neglefting it. You do not know what. ſtrictneſs Re» 
ligion requires. If you did , you'would fay with the 
— Fer, 23.9. My Heart within me js broken becanſe 
of the Prophets, all my Bones ſhake : I am like a dranketi 
man, and like a man whom Wine hath overcome, becauſe: of 
the Lord, and becanſe of the Words of 'bjis Helintiſi. Asif 
he -had ſaid, | ſtagger, T reel too and fro, { am.amarz?d, 
] am at my-wits End, 1 cannot tell whar'ito 'do, . the 
Lord requires -of - me ſo*mnch Holineſs, and ſo much 
Striftneſs, andT have ſo little to give unto him. 


 Fifthly, Others fay, VVe ate not thy Fnemies becauſe gy;, c. 


thou tefleft vs the Truth-:'' But, becauſe rhon compareſt 
thy felf to Chriſt; and thy:Succefſor to Barebbar. | 


To which 1 a#{Wer,” VYhoever has reported that, he Aſs. 


Is of his Father the Devil, a 1.yar, 21d the Trath of. God 
is not in him, And he betrays withal, what an exccl- 


tent Opinion ' he has of that Man's Honelty, whom he 
E compares 


— 


the. 
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whom 'he compares >to'a"Thicf, for 'robbing his poor 


Neighbour of his''Vimeyard,becanſe it is ſo convenient 
for him, He that receives ſtollen Goods is a Thief, as 
well as he that ſteals them. Herod was guilty of Blaſ- 
phemy for accepting, .as well-as the Multitude for giv=- 
ing:Him Divine Honour. And /*tis remarkable, . That 
the deſtroying Angeb ſpared the Multitude, and/ only. 
took Vengeance of Herod. - He ſpared: the Thieves that 
ſtole away God's Honour, and he only puniſhed the Con»: 
ſenter for baſely accepting of ic. For, who would have 
been ſo ſerved himſelf ? 


Sixthly, Others ſay, , We are'not thy Enemies becauſe: 
thou telleſt us the Truth : But, becauſe ſo many Diſſent- 
ers follow. thee where-ever thou preachelt. 


To which F anſwer. VVho does the. Chnrch- of Eng- 
land the beſt Service ? . He that brings Diſſeaters to. 
Church ; yea,and to the Common-Prayer toa2, Or he that 
erives'them away from:both ? VVho deſerves beſt from 
the Church? He'that/makes Diſſenters in love with it? Or 
he that makes grave and-feriousChurch-men-to go to. the 
Diſſeaters Meetings, for want of AſeCtionate, Awaken- 
ing and Scripture: Preaching ? I ſpeak ſcriouſly. If.the 
excellent \Liturgy, and the incomparable Conſtitutions .of 
our. Church were but rightly, fpllowed by all Church- 
men, both :in their Lifeand inz there would not 
be many Diſſenters in|all Z»glavd. Which God grant for 
Chriſt his fake! | 


Seventhly, Others. fay,  V'Ve, are not thy Enemies, be- 
cauſe 'thou relleſt us. the Truth-:-Bury, becauſe there..is 
fuch a Throng and ſuch a Preſs; and. ſach; a Maltituds 


. that, follow thee, that there is no coming at, thee, To 


which I anſwer; 
Firit of all, Oh the nnaccountable peryerſeneſs of Men ! 


For ſay they, If the Church be.thina and empty, wh 
_ 


Cad 
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will go.there to be ſtarved 2 And if, it be.full and throng- 


ed, who will, go:there to he fweltet'd to Death ?, Let, us 


do what we can : Let us either pipe and dance, 'or mourn 
and weep; And Men will be Men ſtill, they will do 
what they lit, and they will never; be without. ſome Hy 
Excuſe or other to keep them away from Church, .. , . 


” 


| Seiindly, Is the Church fo. full and thronged, that you Anſw. 2. 


cannot come at your Seats? VVhy for God's fake, cannot 
you, who are ſo near the Church, come aſſoog to it, as 
thoſe who are, ſo far fromit> VYhat if you were to go 


God for the Light of the Sun, which is the greateſt 
Bleſſing upon Earth ? It's Commonneſs detraCts from it's 
trueand real wot th. Et 


Thirdly, If eyer you will go-into Heaven, if ever you A4nſw..5..y 


will enter in at the ſtrait and narrow Gate; yon, tnuſt 
preſs, and preſs hard, and you mult break your ſelves 
a way through ſuch a Throng as this, You. mult. fight 
your ſelves a way as through .an Army with. Banners, 
Theſe are theſe Sons of Vialence that takt.. Heaven by 
Force, Theſe Little ones, the poor of this. World, rick, 
in Faith,., are Heirs of the. Kingdom, Theſe, tremble at. 
God's Word, while you Great-Ones make a mock. at it. 
Theſe Hungry-Ones do reliſh the bittereſt thing, while 
you loath and nauſeate the choiceſt Manna. The People 
and the, Multitude do commonly belt diſcern who are 
Prophets. © They found Fsbn to be a Prophet, and; they 
found Feſus of Nat:trcrl to be the, Ciniſt, when, none. 
of the Rulers could find it ov. And they: frequently 
defended them from a!] the V:ioience botl: of Acrod and 
the Jews, You have ſtollen the Earth from them; _ 
E 2 L 


—_—— tt. 
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Anſw. 5.. 


if "you havenor = very' great care; they 'wilf ffenl Hea- 
yen from you. © However, thfongh ſuck a Crowd as this 
you muſt go there, if ever you go there. 


' | Foxrthly, VVhat if' your' Church be' ſo filPd® and 
throng'd that you can” ſcaree get arir? Do not you 


. know, that I have often preached, chat all Men ſhould 
* go to their own Pariſh-Chorches? And 'have not 1 fre- 


rently exhorted” and' preſſed them ro it ? And why 
New 'do you blame me for that, which is not in my 
Power to prevent? Yea, why do you blame me for that, 
which chrome others for, a great Auditory ? God 
grant that they'may all bave fich * conſtientious Mini- 
ters, that they may have no need to. go from their own 
Churches, either for Daily-Prayers, Preaching, Bapti- 
zing, Catechiſing, Viſiting the Sick, Receiving the Sa- 
crament, or any other Chriſtian Ordinance, as too ma» 
ny are forced to do, who. have 'no' Miniſter living a- 
mong them. 


 Fifthly,\Vhat if your Church be ſo fill*d"and.throng'd? 
Do not you know, that ſome of Chriſt's Hearers drew 
nigh to hear him, others ſat about him, others ſat at 
his Feer, others leaned on his Breaft, others hanged up- 
on, his Mouth, others untiled the Roof of the Houſe 
wherein he taught, others got. up into Sycamore-trees, 
that they might ſee him at leaft, if they could not hear 
him, and others trod:one upon another, out of an-car- 
neſt deſire to get as near him as they could, Luke 12. 1, 
And cannot you bear that in my Hearers, which Chriſt 
himſelf both bore and commended in his ? Is.that to my 
Diſpraiſe, which was an Honour to my Lord and Maſter , 
and the very Joy of his Heart? VVill not you ſuffer Men 
to receive us,as if Chrift were here preſent ? Eſpecially, 
when he himſelf is expreſs, that whoever receiveth vs, 
receiveth him, and him that fent him ; and whatever is 
done 
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done ro us in his Name, heeſteems and rewards as done 
to Himſelf. 


Eightbly, Others ſay, we are not thy Enemies becauſe 
thou velleſt us the Truth : But becauſe thou Raileſt at us. 


To which I anſwer, 


Firſt of all, He is no Railer, who according to his Anſw. 1. 


Office tells Mn of their Faults for the good of their 
Souls, But, he is a Railer, who does as Diotrephes did, 
love the Preeminence, ard receiverth we. not, but goeth about 
from Houſe to Houſe, prating agamft #s with Malicious 
Words: and not- content therewith ;, neither doth he himſelf 
receive the Brethren , and forbiddeth them that wou'd, and 
caſteth them out of the Church, 3 John 9. 10. And ſuch a 
one is a Railer, and not he, whoſe Funttion it is, to 
tell him of, and to rebuke him for that his Railery, that 
he may learn not to Blaſpheme. 


Secondly, What Men count Ratlery in me, was ne- Av/w. 2 


ver ſo eftcemed by Chriſt , the Prophets, or Apoſtles. 

hey ali uſed to ſpeak plain, blunt and home. St. Fobr 
Bapriſt ſaid to the Phariſees and Sadducees, O Generation 
of Vipers, who bath warned you to flee from the Wrath to 
come ? St, Paul ſaidzto Elymas the Sorcerer, O full of all 
Subtilty and AMiſebief, thou Child of the Devil, 'thox\ Enemy 
of all Righteouſneſs, Yea, and even Chriſt himſelf, who 
when he was Rewhled; Reviled not again, was guilty of the 
very ſame thing, that now a-days is cry*d out upon 
for inſufferaÞle Railing. For, did he not fay to the Ru- 
ler of tht Synagogue to his Pace, Thou Hypoerite, Luke 
13-15? And was not this a part of his Meſfage to He- 
rod, Go ye 4nd tell that Fox, ver. 32? And did he not 
ſo often joyn together the Scribes, Phariſees, Lawyers 
and Hypocrites, that thoſe Four VYords may be almoſt 
taken for one and the "fame thing? And does not- St, 
Epiphanius 18 his Epiſtle before his Book againſt _— 
bot \ 
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both excuſe and defend ſach. a ſharp way of Reproving; 
Yea, does not the Prophet foretel that this ſhould be one 
of the Bleſlings of Chriſt's Kingdom, 1/a. 32. 5, The Vile 
Perſon ſhall no more be called Liberal, nor the Churl ſaid to 
be Bountiful. That is, AU things thall be called by their 
proper Names, The Prodigal ſhall be called Prodigal, 
and not Libzral :. And the Covetous ſhall 'be called Co- 
vetous, .and not a Good 'Husband. But the truth ont 
is now a-days, Men are better bred than to tell their 
Hearers'of their Faults in plain Engliſh, They Preach 
of Sin in ſuch neat,. ſoft and delicate Language, that 
Men do almolt take as much pleaſure to hear it ſmooth- 
ly Preach'd againſt, as they do in.Committing it, They 
give it ſuch gentle Touches, as if-they would make Men 
believe they were afraid: to hurt it, -and that 'twere pity 
to uſe it harder. They give -it fuch eaſie Strokes of their 
Pen, as if they were in love with it, and were very 
loath to blot it out with all irs Hand-writing. | 


- Ninthly,--Others ſay we are not thy- Enemies, becauſe 
thou telleſt us the Truth : Bur, becauſe thou art- ſo in- 
fufferably Proud, that thou ſcorneſt to keep Company 
but with ſach and ſuch choice and ſelect Perſons. To 
which I anſwer, 


Firſt, 'Tis a ſign-you have + no outward ill Attion to 
charge'me with.z when you are forc'd to judge the ve- 
ry. Thoughts and Intencs of my Heart for want of bet- 
ter Accuſation. But let any Man judge. Who is moſt 
Proud, I for being thought ſo, or you for thinking me ſo; 
and ſo making your Selyes Gods, by pretending to 
know the Heart ? 


| Secondly, 7 acknowledge my felt very ſcrupulous of 
going into any Publick Houſes, according to the 75th 
Con of our Church, And lam very cautious in keep- 
ing Company either with the Fornicator, the Covetous, 
the 
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the [dolater, the Railer., the Drunkard or the Extor- 
tioner, or any ſach Man. For, St. Paul hath command- 
ed me, no, not to Eat with ſuch , unleſs it be, as our 
Saviour did with Pablicans and Sinners,in order to their 
Converſion, 1 Cor. 5. 11. And for thcie and ſuch like 
heinous Crimes I am repreſented by ſome as a Perfe&t 
Mad-man. And I mult needs own, that <!: cr they are 
Mad for- breaking. theſe Angltolical ant Eccchaltical 
Canons, or 1 am Mad for keeping thew. &Evt I hleſs 
God, I have no cauſe to take ovghnt of ri1s 2miſ. For, 
Chriſt bimſelf vent for a Mad-man, Mark 3. 21. St. 
Paul went for a Mad-man, and that, tor veing too Learn- 
ed, that is, for not being Mad at all, A#s 26. 24. Nay, 
and our whole Religion iscalled Fo/iſaneſs, 1 Cor. r. 18, 
And Madneſs, Wiſd, 5. 4. And bleſſed are ye when Men 
ſhall revile you, and perſecute you, aud ſhall [oj all manner 
of Evil againſt you falſely for my Names ſake, Rejuyce and 
be exceeding glad; for great 1s your Reward in Heaven: for 
ſo perſecuted they the Prophets which were before you, Matth, 


5. 11, 12. 


Lafily, Others ſay we are not thy. Enemies, becauſe 06j. 10, 
thou telleſt us the Truth : Bnt, in plain Terms, be- 
cauſe thou haſt Preached Falſe Doctrin. For,thou haſt 
Preached, That Falting 1s neceſlary to Salvation: And 
that Man 'and Wife ought. ro defraud one another of 
all Conjugal Pleaſures upon their Faltiag-days. And 
thou haſt Preached alſo, That he who keeps the whole 
Law, and allows himſelf only in one belovedSin, is worſe 
than he that keeps no part of the Law at all. And 
thou haſt Preached alſo, "That no Uſurer opght to be 
admitted to the Sacrament, until he be Reformed ; and 
that he can never be Reformed, till he has made Re- 
ſtitution of all his Uſury. To which.I anſwer, 


Firſt in general, If I have Preached any Falſe DoCtrin; Arfw. r, 


F have been always ready to an{wer all ObjeXjons that 
have 
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have been ſent me, And if I bad not been ready ſo tg 
do; yer, the Law was open, and my Enemies might 
have had me before the Biſhop, and accuſed me; as 
they endeavoured to put 'me in the Spiritual Court for 
Viſiting the ereateſt Objett of Charity that ever I have 
ſeen, or*i deed; ſo much as heard of, and Praying and 
Faſting for her Recovery, which, blelſed be God for ir, 
has been now ſome conliderable time <ffeted to the 
Wonder and Admiration of all that knew her. And 
the Lord of his infinite Mercy ſo preſerve her for Chriſt 
his ſake! 

Secondly, 1 anſwer in Particular. 

Firft, As to Faſting, I do openly declare it neceſſary 
to Salvation, For,Chriſt hath commanded it in the 6th 
of Matth. And as'an incouragement to the obſervation of 
it ; he has given the ſame promiſe to it, as he has done 


'to Alms and Prayers, wer. 18. Secondly, I do declare, 


that every Man of the Church of England is bound in 
Conſcience to obſerve the Vigils, and Faſts, and Days 
of Abſtinence commanded in the Rubrick. Thirdly, I 
do declare, that every Man and Wife muſt defraud one 
another of all conjugal Pleaſures upon their Faſting- 
Days. For ſays St.Pawl, 1 Cor.7.5. Defrand one another by 
conſent for a time, that ye may give your ſelves to Faſting 


and Prayer. And the Prophet 1s expreſs, Eſa.58.3, That 
' one Reaſon why the Lord did not regard the Faſts of 
' thoſe times, was, becauſe they found Pleaſure in the 


' Days of their Faſts. And that you may not think me 
fingular in the interpretation of theſe Texts of Scrip- 
ture, I have here brought you Biſhop Taylor to confirm 
what I fay. His Words are theſe in his Holy Living, 


' Seft. 5. Chap. 4. © He that FaftS'for Repentance, muſt, 


* during that Solemnity, abſtain from all bodily De- 
© lights; and the Senfſuality of all his Senſes and his 
* Appetites : For a Man muſt not, when he mourns in 
* his Faſt, be merry in his Sport: Weep at Dinner, 
* and laugh all Day after : Have a Silence in his Kitchin, 

| © and 
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*.and Muſick in his Chamber; judge the Stomach and 
* feaſt the other Senies. I deny not, but a Man may 
© in a lingle Inſtance punith a particular Sin with a pro- 
* per Initrument, It a Man have offended in his Pa- 
© late, he may chuſe to Faſt only : If he have ſinned in 
© Softnefs and in his Touch, he may chuſe to lie hard, 
* and woi k hard, and ule ſharp Inflictions : Bat although 
this Dilſciplin be proper and particular, yet b:cauſe 
© the Sorrow is of the whole Man, no Senſe mult rejoyce, 
© or be with any ſtudy or purpoſe feaſted and enter- 
© tained ſoftly. This Rule is intended to relate to the 
£ Solemn Days appointed for Repentance publickly or 
© privately. 

Secondly, | do openly declare as to the ſecond Par- 
ticular, That he who keeps the whole Law, and allows 
himſelf only in one beloved Sin, is worſe than he who 
keeps no part of the Law at al), For, St, Johy tells us 
Rev. 3. 15, 16. That the Luke-warm Chriſtian is far worſe 
than be that is quite Cold, That is, The Half-Chriſtian 
is far worſe than he that pretends to no Chriſtianity 
at all, The Publican and the Harlort go to Heaven before 
the Phariſee, the Scribe and the Lawyer. And Reaſon 
tells us alſo, That when a Man's AfﬀeCtions are all ſer 
upon one Sin, they are far more violent than if they 
were ſet upon many Sins, As the Beams of the Sun con- 
trafted by a Burning-glaſs burn more violently than if 
they were diſperſed abroad, Or, as a' Man in Love with 
one ſingle perſon, loves more violently thawif his Af- 
fettions were free for all comers. And beſides. Is it not the 
height of Miſery to be almoſt a Chriſtian, to be almot 
happy, to have almoſt done ones Duty, to have almoſt 
gain'd ones point: And yet, to miſs of it notwithſtand- 
ing? ls it not the greateſt Vexation to have eſcaped 
all the dangers of a long Sea-Voyage: And'yet, to 
ſuffer Shipwreck in the very Haven, in' the Port it 
ſelf, at Land? Is it not the Emphalis of all Misfor- 
tune to haye kept the whole Law; And yet to offend 
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in one point only ? Is it not the Sting, itis not the 
Hell of Hell irs ſelf ro be juſt entring into Heaven : 
And yet to be tumbled down from thence into Fire 
unquenchable? But this I have explained aad proved at 
large three Sundays ago, And ſo it needs no further 
Proof at preſent, And that you may not think me ſin- 
gular in this Opinion neither, be but pleaſed to conſult 
Biſhop Taylor's Sermon concerning Lukewarmneſs, and 
you will find him of the ſame mind, 

Thirdly, 1 do openly declare as to the third Particu- 
lar, that every Miniſter and every Churchwarden 
throughout England, are aCtually perjured and forſworn 
by the 109th Canon of our Church, if they ſuffer any 
Uſurer to come to the Sacrament, till he bz reformed. 
And there is no Reformation without Reſtitution. 

This is what I have told the Miniſter and one of the 
Church-wardens, and ſome of the Pariſhioners by them- 
ſelyes in private. And becauſe they would not reform up- 
on my private Admonition,l have alſo told it the Church 
of God, And becauſe they have not reformed upon that 
neither, I do here publiſh ir to the whole World, and 
I call Heaven and Earth to witneſs, that I am pure 
from all their Blood. 

And that you may know, what Uſary is forbid by 
the Word of God, turn to Exek, 18. 8, x3. and you 
will find, that whoever giveth upon Uſury, or taketh 

Increaſe. Afarkit, He that taketh Avy Increaſe a- 
bove the Principal, not fix in the Hundred ; but let it 
be never ſo little, and never ſo moderate : He that 
taketh Any Increaſe, is an Uſurer, and ſuch a one, as 
ſhall ſurely die for his Uſury, and his Blood ſhall be 
upon his own Head, This is that Word of God, by 
which you ſhall all be ſaved or damned at the laſt Day ; 
and all thoſe trifling and ſhuffling diſtintions, that co- 
vet ons Uſurers have invented, ſhall never be able to ex- 
cuſe your Damnation, 
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Heretofore, all Uſurious Clergy-men {were degraded 
from Holy Orders: And all Ufurious Lay-men were ex- 
communicated in their Life-time, and hindred Chriſtian 
Burial after Death , till their Heirs made Reſtitution 
for all they had gotten by Uſury. And I do here o- 
penly make this Challenge to all-the Patrons of Uſu- 
Ty; [f they will bring me any one Approved Author 
among the Antients that has defended Uſury , I will 
bring them Fifty, I will bring them Hundreds, yea, 1 
will bring them whole Councils and Fathers, that have 
Unanjmouſly condemned it. And that you may not 
think me ſingular in this Opinion neither, I have here 
brought you the Opinion of the greateſt Caſuiſt that 
I do verily believe, ever wrotein the Chriſtian Church, 
I mean, the moſt Judicious, the moit Pious, and the moſt 
Humble Dr. Senderſon, late Biſhop of Lincoln, His Words 
are theſe, -- in his Sermon upon 1 Cor. 7. 24. Ad Populum, 

* Thus have we delivered three Rules, concerning the 
«© Quality of a right —_ : and pointed out ſome ſpecial 
© Offenders againſt each of them. And now methinks I ſee 
« the Uſurer hugging himſelf, and clapping his ſides, thar 
© he hath come off ſo fairly : ſurely his Calling is abſolute 
©p00d, whereon none of theſe Rules could taſten. But it 
©1s indeed with the U/urer in this caſe, as with the 
© Drunkard. If the Drunkard ſhould ask me againſt which 
© of the Ten Commandments he offended ; I confeſs I could 
©not readily give him a direCt punQtual anſwer : Not 
« that he ſinneth not againſt any ; but becauſe he ſinneth a- 
© painſt ſo many of them, that it is hard to ſay againſt 
© which moſt. He ſinneth againſt rhe ſixth Command- 
* ment, by diſtempering his Body 3 he finneth againſt 
© the ſeventh by enflaming his /»f, he ſinneth agaigſt 
© the eighth, by making waſte of the good Creatures 
© of God. Right lo is it with our Uſurer in this caſe: 
© He would poſe me, tha: ſhanid ask me the Qieſtion, 
© which of theſe three Rules fetcheth in the Uſurer 
© and his Calling. Verily I cannot well tell which na 
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©[ think every one of the three may; howſoever , a. 
© mong the three, I am ſurel have him, If Uſary 
© be ſimply «lawful (as Moſt of the Learned have con- 
© cluded) then tl»? firſt: Rule hath him. I ſhould be ve- 
©ry tender to condemn any thing as ſimply unlawful, 
© which any even imaginary conjuncture of Circumitan- 
© ces would render lawful ; and would chuſe rather by 
© an over liberal Charity to cover & multitude of Sins, 1 Per. 
© 4.8 (if I may abuſe the Apoſtles Phraſe to that Senſe) 
© than'by a too ſuperititions reſtraint make one. Yet the 
© Texts of Scripture are ſo expreſs, and the grounds of 
© Reaſon, brought by learned Men, ſeem ſo ſtrong againſt 
& all VUſury; that 1 have much-ado to find ſo much cha- 
rity in my ſelf, as to abſolve any kind of U/zry, (pro-. 


© perly ſocalled) with what cautions or- circumitances 


© ſoever qualified, from being a ſz. But 1 will ſuſpect 
« mine own and the common judgment herein, and ad- 
* mit for this once (dats ner conceſſo,) that Uſury be in 
© ſome caſe lawful, and ſo our U/arey. eſcape the firſt 
© Rules, which yet cannot be, till his teech be knocked out 
« for biting : But yon muſt knock out his brains too, before 
* he eſcape our f wtr Rule. 1 dare ſay, the moſt learns-. 
ted Uſurer that liveth (and they ſay ſome learned ones 
© are Vſurers,) will never be able to prove , that Uſur 
©if it be at all /awfwl, is ſo lawful, as to be made a Cal, 
© ling, Here all his Doors and his Proftoxs, and his Ad- 
© pocates leave him. For, can it poſlibly enter into any 
© reaſonable mans head to think, that a man ſhould be 
© born for nothing elſe, but to tell out money, and take 
© in paper? which if a man had many millions of gold 
* and filyer, could take up but a ſmall portion of that 
*-precious time which God would have ſpent in ſome. ho- 
* neft and fruitful employment.. But what do I ſpeak of 
© the judgment of reaſonable men in ſo plain a matter ; 
«* wherein I dare appeal to the conſcience even of the U- 
« ſxrer bimſelf? and it had need be a very plain matter, 
that a man would refer to the conſcience of an Uſyrer. 
No 
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«No honeſt man need be aſhamed of an Honeſt Calling : 
cif theh the Uſurers Calling be ſich, what need he care 
© who knoweth, or why ſhould he ſhame with it? If 
© that be his rrade, why doth he not in his Bulls and 
© Bonds and Noverints , make it known to all men by 
« thoſe preſents that he is an Uſ#rer, rather than write 
© himſelf Gentleman, or Teoman, or by ſome other ſtile 3 
© But ſay yet our Vſ/ure* ſhould eſcape, art leaſt in the 
© judgment of his own hard'ned conſcience, from both 
© theſe Rules as from the Sword of Fehn and Hazael: there 
© is yet a third Rule, like the ſword of Eliſha, to ſtrike 
© him ſtone-dead, and he ſhall never be able to eſcape 
< that. Let him ſhew wherein his Calling iy profitable 
© to hamas ſociety. He' keepeth no Hoſpitality : If he 
© have but a barr*d cheſt, and a ſtrong lock to keep his 
©God and his Scriptures (his Mammon and his Parchments 
© in) he hath houſe-room enough. He fleeceth many ; 
© but cloatheth none. He biteth and devoxreth ; but eat- 
© eh all his morſels alone : 'He giveth not ſo much as a 
©crum, No not to his deareſt Froler 

© where he biteth, he alloweth them to ſcratch what they 
© can for themſelves. The King, the Church, the Poor, 
*are all wronged by him, and ſo are all that Hve near 


© him : in every common charge, he ſlippeth the collar, 


© and leaveth the burden upon thoſe that” are leſs able. 
©It were not poſſible, Uſure#s ſhouJd be ſo bitterly in- 
© yeighed againſt by ſober Heathen Writers; ſo ſevere- 
© ly cenſured by the Civil and. Canon Laws ;' ſo uniform- 
©ly condemned by Godly Fathers and Conncils , ſo uni- 
© verſally ha:ed by all men of all ſorts, and in all A- 
; ges and Countries; as Hiſtories and Experience mani- 
© feſt they ever have beem , and are: if their Prafice 
© and Calling had been any way profitable, and not indeed 
©every way hurtful and Mcommodions both to private 
© men and pablick, ſociety.. If any thing can make a Cal- 
©ling unlawfnl ; certainly the  Vſurers Calling cannot 
© be lawful, 
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Mark.it, If any thing can make a Calling unlawful ; 
certainly the Uſurers Calling cannot be lawful, Look to 
it all ye of this Pariſh, whoſe chiefeſt Employment is 
Banking and Uſury, Suppoſe. the Lord Chief Juſtice 
of England, and all his Brethren the Judges of this King- 
dom, 1hould purpoſely come and tell you out of pure 
Loveand Friendlhip, Sirs, If ever any Man in the World 
had a bad Title to his Eft ate ;, then, you have a bad Title to 


your Eſtate, Would not you readily thank them all for 


their Kindneſs, and would not you preſently look about 
you, and endeavour to get your ſelves a better Title ? 
Without all doubt you would all do ſo. 

And yet, here comes one of the greateſt Caſuiſts that 
ever wrote, and rells yon plainly, that the Grounds of 
Reaſon, the Authority of Heathens Writers, the expreſs 
Texts of Scripture, the Civil and Canon Law, the Fa- 
thers and Councils, and the Hiftory and Experience of 
all Ages and Countries, do all unanimouſly agree, That 
if any thing can make a Calling unlawful : then, the Uſurers 
Calling, that is, your Calling, can never be lawful. 

And now dare any of you call me ſingular in this O- 
pinion, which is confirmed and eſtabliſhed by ſuch a 
mighty Cloud of Witneſſes ? Does not the whole World 
even curſe and damn all Uſurers to the Pit of Hell? For 
ſays the Prophet, Jer.15, 16, Wo 1s me, my Mother, that 
thou haft born me a man of Strife, and a man of Contention 
#0 the whole Earth: I bave neither lent on Uſury, nor men 
bave lent to me on Uſury, yet every one of them doth curſe 
me. As if be had ſaid, If I had ether given or taken 
upon Uſury, every Man, Woman and Child throughout 
the whole Earth might lawfully have curſed me. And 
.doſt thou make that thy Calling, which all Mankind 
way lawfully Curſe ? Oh what a tuff thing an Uſurers 
Conſcience-is! Can any: thing equal it for Hardneſs, but 
| his barred, locked Iron Cheſt ? Oh how hard is it for 
fuch a miſerable Wretch to be ſaved, whom nothing can 
convince of his Sin, whom all the Power and Demon- 
ſtration 
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ftration of the Spirit cannot perſwade to prefer the WiC 
dom of God before his own filly Judgment ! Oh what 
wilt thou then ſay 2 When thou ſhalr find thy ſelf in the 
ſame miſerable Condition with the Young Maa in the 
Goſpel: Perfett in all things but One ; And yet damned for 
that alone ;, for thy Covetouſneſs. 

And now, Am [ therefore become your Enemy becauſe 
I tell you theſe and ſuch like plain Truths ? Am I become 
Your Enemy, Tor Enemy who loved me ſo much when 
I firſt came here?  Towr Enemy who choſe me ſo unani- 
mouſly, and compoſed all your former Differences upon 
my Choice ; and which was never known before, invited 
the other Pariſh to partake of your Veſtry? And am I 
become your Enemy for telling you the Truth ? Could 
you poſlibly have expected any other from me of all Men 
whatever ? Did you not know, that I was een hindred 
to Preach, for having told ſome of my Brethren the 
Clergy of ſuch Faults as I thought my ſelf bound in 
Conſcience to do ? And did'not you know, it was reck- 
oned a greater Fault in me to Preach againſt thoſe Faults, 
than it was in others to Live in them ? And yer, could 
you poſlibly think that I who ſpared not them, would e- 
yer ſpare you? Ordid any of you imagin that I hated 
the Church, becauſe I found fault with ſome Church- 
men, - who were breakers of their Svbſcription ? Do 
you imagin that I hate Chriſtianity, becauſe I hate and 
abhor the Faults of all bad Chriſtians? Do you imagin, 
that I preached that Sermon againſt Pluralities , Non- 
Reſidence, Removing from a poor toa rich Living, the 
neglect of Catechiſing and Daily-Prayers, and the pre- 
ferring of Courts and Great Mens Houſes before the 
Churches of the Living God ? Do you imagin that I 


— preached that Sermon againſt all thoſe Faults,for to make 


the Clergy deſpicable ? Do you,can you poſlibly imagin 
ſuch a thing ? God is Judge I did not. I love a good 
Clergy-man too well for that. I love the very ground he 
goes upon, I know his great VVorth, He 1s worthy of 
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double Hononr. He is no precarious dependent Creature. 
He is worthy of, .and deſerves, and'may challenge a dou- 
ble Honour, when Men are ſo baſe as to deny him 2n 
ordinary Reſpect. Oh how beautiful upon the Mountains are 
the Feet of him that bringeth good Tidings , that publiſheth 
peace, that bringeth good ridings of. Good, that publiſheth $al- 
vation, that ſaith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth, Iſa. 5 2.7. 

God is judge, All my:Defign was, 

Firit, To do as God himfelt does, to begin with God's 
own Houſe. For, till that be firſt reformed, no conſi- 
derable Reformation can ever be made. Till the Spring 
be ſweetned, tke Streams will be bitter. And it was, 

: Secondly, That no Men might take it amiſs, when 1 
told them of their Faults, having 'told the Clergy of 
theirs in the firft place, Paul withſtood: Peter to the 
Face, and'told him of his Fault before all the People. 

Thirdly , That I might gain my Doctrin the freer 
Paſſage into the Hearts. of all my Hearers, by ſhewing 
them openly, that 1 did nothing' by Prejudice or Parti- 
ality, but that I taught the way of God in Truth, with- 
out regarding any Man's Perſon. 

God is Judge, If _ would but as diligently en- 
deavour to live ſtrict Lives ; to avoid all Publick Houſes, 
thoſe Haunts of Idlenefs-and Debauchery ; and to 
preach affeftionately, and by heart : If all Men would 
but as diligently. endeavour to do this, and to obſerve, 
the Rubrick, the Canons, the Articles, the Homilies, and 
the Liturgy of the Church of England : If all Men, I 
fay, would but as diligently endeavour to do all this, as 
I my ſelf have hitherto always done in my Station : Then, 
All its Profeſſors would endeavour to be like its in- 
comparable Conſtitutions, -the beſt in the whole World, 
Amer, Lord Jeſus, Amen, Amen. 
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The Sum of the whole matter is this ; 

This is the Charge that God gave me when I firſt 
came to this Place, Son of Man, I have made thee a Watch- 
man unto the Houſe of Iſrael : Therefore hear the Word from 
my mouth, and give them warning from me. When I ſay wn- 
to the wickgd , Thou ſbalt ſurely die ;, and thou giveſt bim 
not warning, nor ſpeakeſt to warn the wicked from his wicks j 
way to ſave his life, the ſame wicked man ſhall die in his Ini 
quity; but bis Blood will I require at thine hand, Ezek. 3 
17, 18, 

And what I am to tell you from God at my going a- 
way from this place is:this, Into whatſoever City or Town 
ye ſhall enter, enquire who init is worthy, and there abide till 

go thence, And when ye - come into an Houſe, ſalkte it 
And if the Houſe be worthy, let your peace come. upon it: but 
if it be net worthy, let your peace, return to you, And whoſs- 
ever ſhall not receive you, nor hear your: words : when ye depart 
out of that Houſe or City, ſhakg off the duſt of your Feet. Ve. 
rily I ſay unto you, it (hall be more tolerable for the Laud of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, iz the day of Fudgment, than for 
that City, Matth. 10, 11,12,13,14,15, From which dread- 
ful Judgment, Good Lord deliver this Place for Chriſt's. 
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